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Danielson Pre-Observation Planning

Directions to the teacher: Respond briefly to the following questions in relation to the unit or lesson plan you are submitting. A sentence or two in response to each 
question is sufficient.

For 1a:
1. How does this lesson reflect your understanding of the structure of the discipline you are teaching? For example, if this lesson or unit represents one or more 
strands in the subject, what are the others? Or does it address more than one strand?

2. Are there prerequisite knowledge and skills that students must have attained before they can be successful in this unit or lesson? If so, what are they?

3. Given that many techniques are possible, why have you chosen the pedagogical approach that you have?

4. What are some typical student misconceptions (if any) about the content you are teaching? How will you address those?

For 1b:
1. What are the typical developmental characteristics (primarily cognitive, but also social and emotional) of students of the age you teach?

2. Describe how students most effectively learn the content you are teaching?

3. Describe the knowledge and skills of the students for whom you are planning this unit or lesson. Has this required that you differentiate within the plan?

4. What do you know of the interests and cultural backgrounds of the students you teach? How do you use this information in your planning of this lesson or 
unit?

5. How have you accommodated (if it is necessary) students with special needs?

For 1d:
1. What materials or resources will you use to teach this unit or lesson? Are these provided by your school or district?

2. Are you aware of any additional resources, either beyond your school or in the community, that could enrich your teaching of this content?

3. What resources are you aware of that can help you extend your own knowledge of either this content, or in how you teach it?
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